
Service of the Word 
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Scripture Reading: Ruth 2 (ESV) 
 
1 Now Naomi had a relative of her husband’s, a worthy man of the clan of Elimelech, whose 
name was Boaz. 2 And Ruth the Moabite said to Naomi, “Let me go to the field and glean 
among the ears of grain after him in whose sight I shall find favor.” And she said to her, “Go, 
my daughter.” 3 So she set out and went and gleaned in the field after the reapers, and she 
happened to come to the part of the field belonging to Boaz, who was of the clan of Elimelech. 
4 And behold, Boaz came from Bethlehem. And he said to the reapers, “The LORD be with 
you!” And they answered, “The LORD bless you.” 5 Then Boaz said to his young man who was 
in charge of the reapers, “Whose young woman is this?” 6 And the servant who was in charge 
of the reapers answered, “She is the young Moabite woman, who came back with Naomi from 
the country of Moab. 7 She said, ‘Please let me glean and gather among the sheaves after the 
reapers.’ So she came, and she has continued from early morning until now, except for a short 
rest.”  
 
8 Then Boaz said to Ruth, “Now, listen, my daughter, do not go to glean in another field or 
leave this one, but keep close to my young women. 9 Let your eyes be on the field that they 
are reaping, and go after them. Have I not charged the young men not to touch you? And 
when you are thirsty, go to the vessels and drink what the young men have drawn.” 10 Then 
she fell on her face, bowing to the ground, and said to him, “Why have I found favor in your 
eyes, that you should take notice of me, since I am a foreigner?” 11 But Boaz answered her, 
“All that you have done for your mother-in-law since the death of your husband has been fully 
told to me, and how you left your father and mother and your native land and came to a people 
that you did not know before. 12 The LORD repay you for what you have done, and a full reward 
be given you by the LORD, the God of Israel, under whose wings you have come to take 
refuge!” 13 Then she said, “I have found favor in your eyes, my lord, for you have comforted me 
and spoken kindly to your servant, though I am not one of your servants.”  
 
14 And at mealtime Boaz said to her, “Come here and eat some bread and dip your morsel in 
the wine.” So she sat beside the reapers, and he passed to her roasted grain. And she ate until 
she was satisfied, and she had some left over. 15 When she rose to glean, Boaz instructed his 
young men, saying, “Let her glean even among the sheaves, and do not reproach her. 16 And 
also pull out some from the bundles for her and leave it for her to glean, and do not rebuke 
her.”  
 
17 So she gleaned in the field until evening. Then she beat out what she had gleaned, and it 
was about an ephah of barley. 18 And she took it up and went into the city. Her mother-in-law 
saw what she had gleaned. She also brought out and gave her what food she had left over 
after being satisfied. 19 And her mother-in-law said to her, “Where did you glean today? And 
where have you worked? Blessed be the man who took notice of you.” So she told her mother-
in-law with whom she had worked and said, “The man’s name with whom I worked today is 
Boaz.” 20 And Naomi said to her daughter-in-law, “May he be blessed by the LORD, whose 
kindness has not forsaken the living or the dead!” Naomi also said to her, “The man is a close 
relative of ours, one of our redeemers.” 21 And Ruth the Moabite said, “Besides, he said to me, 



‘You shall keep close by my young men until they have finished all my harvest.’ ” 22 And Naomi 
said to Ruth, her daughter-in-law, “It is good, my daughter, that you go out with his young 
women, lest in another field you be assaulted.” 23 So she kept close to the young women of 
Boaz, gleaning until the end of the barley and wheat harvests. And she lived with her mother-
in-law.  
 
 

Second Reading: 1st John 5: 1 – 5 (ESV) 
 
1 Everyone who believes that Jesus is the Christ has been born of God, and everyone who 
loves the Father loves whoever has been born of him. 2 By this we know that we love the 
children of God, when we love God and obey his commandments. 3 For this is the love of God, 
that we keep his commandments. And his commandments are not burdensome. 4 For 
everyone who has been born of God overcomes the world. And this is the victory that has 
overcome the world—our faith. 5 Who is it that overcomes the world except the one who 
believes that Jesus is the Son of God?  
 
 
 

Love, Faith, Obedience 
Ruth 2; 1s t John 5: 1 – 5  
 

We began to study the Book of Ruth with the understanding that Ruth is first and foremost a 
love story.  It’s the story of the unlikely love between an Israelite woman and her Moabite 
daughter-in-law.  It’s the story of a still more unlikely love of an aging farmer for the young 
woman who came to glean in his fields at harvest time.  But most of all, it’s the story of the love 
that God has for his people in Christ Jesus—the love that found expression as he reached out 
to us, sending his son into the world, not to condemn and judge the world, but so that the world 
through him might be saved.  It’s a story of love, and grace, and faith; the primary virtues that 
find expression in the lives of Naomi, Ruth and Boaz. 
 

And in Ruth chapters one and two, we come to learn some very truths about these  
 

We learn first of all, contrary to the way that it is most often portrayed, that love is a verb, not a 
noun.  Love is an act, not a feeling.  And you can see this so clearly in the two young women 
who set out with Naomi on the road that led from Moab back to Bethlehem.  You see, we often 
think of Naomi and Ruth walking that road alone, two women traveling through hostile 
wilderness, trying to make their way to the land of Naomi’s birth (and that’s what it eventually 
came to be), but in the beginning, there were three.  Verses 6 and 7 of Ruth chapter 1 tell us: 
 

6 Then [Naomi] arose with her daughters-in-law to return from the country of Moab, for she 
had heard in the fields of Moab that the LORD had visited his people and given them food. 7 
So she set out from the place where she was with her two daughters-in-law, and they went 
on the way to return to the land of Judah.  Ruth 1:6–7 (ESV)  

 

But there came a time at some point early in that journey when Naomi must have realized that 
for the two young Moabite women, practically speaking, prospects were not so good, living in a 
land where they would be despised for their culture, religion and race.  Even so, Naomi (and it 
breaks her heart to do this because she has found such comfort in these two young women), 
tells them, 
 



8 … “Go, return each of you to her mother’s house. May the LORD deal kindly with you, as 
you have dealt with the dead and with me. 9 The LORD grant that you may find rest, each of 
you in the house of her husband!”…  Ruth 1:8–9 (ESV) 

 

And both women, to some extent, love their mother-in-law.  Both women began to weep as 
they hear Naomi’s words and see the pain that those words cause.  But Orpah listens to those 
words, kisses her mother-in-law and turns back, returning to her family home, hoping to make 
a new start in the Land of Moab.  She loved, but for her, love was about words and feelings.  
Ruth on the other hand will not be discouraged. 
 

15 [Naomi] said, “See, your sister-in-law has gone back to her people and to her gods; 
return after your sister-in-law.”  

 

But, as we saw last Sunday,  
 

16 …Ruth said, “Do not urge me to leave you or to return from following you. For where you 
go I will go, and where you lodge I will lodge. Your people shall be my people, and your 
God my God. 17 Where you die I will die, and there will I be buried. May the LORD do so to 
me and more also if anything but death parts me from you.” Ruth 1:15–17 (ESV)  

 

So, Ruth demonstrates that she loves not only in word, but in deed and in truth.  She will not 
be discouraged.  She will not be turned away.  She will love Naomi and she will love her to the 
end.  How very different from the kind of love shown by her sister-in –law.   
 

How vastly different from the kind of love professed by most people today.  You see if we were 
asked, “Do you love Jesus?” I wonder how many people would truly understand the question.  
I mean, we have to say, “yes”.  We do after all sing the hymn occasionally, “O, how I love 
Jesus, because he first loved me.”  But is it a love like Orpah’s, or a love like Ruth’s?  Is it a 
love that consists only in the speaking of religious words once in a while, when we drag 
ourselves out to church, or is it a love that find’s expression in all of our living; in the way that 
we treat others, in the way that we do our work, even in the way that we relax and play.  As 
John, the Apostle has written, 
 

18 Little children, let us not love in word or talk but in deed and in truth.  1st John 3: 18 (ESV)  
 

Because at the bottom line, that is love: the love that God showed for us when he gave his 
son, and the love that the son showed for us when he gave his life.  You see love is a verb, not 
a feeling.  Love is about action, not just words.  For the sake of love, a Son would leave his 
Father and lay down is life for his friends.  For the sake of love, a young woman would leave 
her home and her family and all that she has ever known, to stay with a mother-in-law who 
truly needed her. 
 

And Ruth, for her part, may never have consciously thought this out.  For her, it’s not a matter 
of defining love so that she can measure her feeling against the definition.  It’s simply a matter 
of loving, and being willing to do whatever love requires, so because she loves, she lives by 
faith.  And in fact, faith is based on love.  Love is the beginning of faith.  I mean, we read this 
story and, like most Bible stories, we know the end from the beginning so we tend to think of all 
the things that Ruth stood to gain by returning with Naomi to Bethlehem—there is after all, a 
book in the Bible that bears her name, and we know from chapter 4 that she not only found a 
husband, she found a husband whose family would one day rule over all Israel through Ruth’s 



great-grandson, David; more importantly still, through the house and lineage of David, Ruth 
stands in a direct line with Jesus, the Messiah, the Son of the Living God—but Ruth could not 
have known at the time how all of this would turn out, so long before she arrived in Bethlehem 
or received any of the rewards that would one day be hers, Ruth simply loved Naomi enough 
to trust the call of grace, and leave behind the life that was hers in her home country.   
 

It’s the same for us.  Before we receive the rewards of following Jesus, we have to hear his call 
and learn to follow, and the call of grace is costly.   Ruth walked away from her life just to 
follow Naomi to a home that was not hers, and, I wonder, what would we walk away from at 
the call of Jesus?   You remember, that same Jesus who said,  
 

… “If anyone would come after me, let him deny himself and take up his cross daily and 
follow me. For whoever would save his life will lose it, but whoever loses his life for my sake 
will save it. For what does it profit a man if he gains the whole world and loses or forfeits 
himself?  Luke 9:23–25, (ESV)  

 

But do we really love him that much?  Do we trust him that much?  Would we really give up the 
world?  Would we even give up our lives in this world?  Would we give up all the things that 
become so important to us in the course of a lifetime?  Would we walk away from the people 
that mean the most to us just to walk with Jesus?  Would we give up the life that we’ve 
imagined for ourself to answer the call of Christ?  Would we walk away from the hopes and 
dreams and plans that we have for the future for the sake of a cross?  Would we do it, 
understanding that crosses do not come with good padding and velvet upholstery?  Crosses 
are not comfortable.  Crosses—the crosses that we are called to take up “daily” if we would be 
followers of Jesus—are the stuff of costly grace.  But this is our life.  Loving Jesus means 
trusting Jesus, and trusting Jesus means following Jesus, and following Jesus is what it means 
to be a Christian. 
 

The truth is faith is following; nothing less and nothing else.  Ruth demonstrates this for us in 
chapters one and two of this lovely little romance.  From the time that she determined to follow 
Naomi back to Israel, every step of the way, Ruth takes in faith, not knowing how it will turn 
out, just knowing in her heart that she loves her mother-in-law, so she follows Naomi through 
the wilderness and on to Bethlehem.  Then, with Naomi’s blessing, she goes out and follows 
the harvesters (people who would have despised her), gleaning in the fields—scraping 
together some grain to keep her family going.  And finally, when approached by a total 
stranger who tells her in chapter 2, verses 8 and 9, 
 

… “Now, listen, my daughter, do not go to glean in another field or leave this one, but keep 
close to my young women. Let your eyes be on the field that they are reaping, and go after 
them. Have I not charged the young men not to touch you? And when you are thirsty, go to 
the vessels and drink what the young men have drawn.” Ruth 2:8–9 (ESV)  

 

she accepts, on faith, the sincerity of his promise and agrees to do as he says.  When the day 
was done, she went home to her mother-in-law and told her of the experience, and Naomi, 
recognizing the name of Boaz, gives praise to the Lord and sends her back the next day and 
Ruth follows on, trusting Naomi, trusting Boaz and leaving the end of the story in the hands of 
God. 
 



And you know, that’s true faith.  It’s not, absurdly and wrongly believing that whatever road we 
walk will end with us in heaven simply because we believe in the existence of God, the Father, 
Son and Holy Spirit.  It’s walking a road that we do not know because we walk in the footsteps 
of our Savior and we believe that he knows where he is going.  It’s believing that Jesus knows 
exactly which road will lead us to God and determining to follow.   
 

To bring this back to where we started, Ruth is first and foremost a love story.  A story about 
love that finds expression in trust, and a story of trust (that is, a story of true faith) that is found 
in following—nothing less, as I said, and nothing else.   
 

And this is the message today.  Most, if not all, of us who are here this morning profess to trust 
in Christ alone, and that’s a good thing.  
 

For by grace you have been saved through faith. And this is not your own doing; it is the gift 
of God, not a result of works, so that no one may boast. Ephesians 2:8–9 (ESV)  

 

Or, as we read earlier in 1st John, 
 

Everyone who believes that Jesus is the Christ has been born of God…  1st John 5: 1 (ESV)  
 

But true faith does not and cannot exist in a vacuum.  It’s not something that we have as a 
possession to carry with us wherever we decide to go and whatever we decide to do.  Rather, 
true faith is the source of the love that we have for God and his people.  That love of which 
John said  
 

By this we know that we love the children of God, when we love God and obey his 
commandments.  1st John 5:2 (ESV) 

 

Because, in fact, 
 

…this is the love of God, that we keep his commandments.  
 

And furthermore, 
 

…his commandments are not burdensome.  1st John 5:3 (ESV) 
 

in the love that we come to have for God as he gives us knowledge of who he is and of what 
he has done for us in Christ Jesus, and it motivates or drives us to love others as we follow in 
the steps of one whose whole life was the ultimate expression of love. 
 

everyone who loves the Father loves whoever has been born of him.  1 John 5:1 (ESV)  
 

And how do we love the Father? 
 

Well, we already saw, 
 

…this is the love of God, that we keep his commandments.  
 

See, people who trust, love; people who love, act; and people who act, are simply 
demonstrating trust.  This is saving faith, and that’s why as we consider Ruth’s story, it’s hard 
to find a line between faith, obedience, and love, because in reality, there is no such line. 
 

God, in His providence, draws Ruth into a relationship, not only with Naomi and Boaz, but 
with himself.  Remember?  “Your God will be my God…”, then, because she loves, she trusts, 
and because she trusts, she follows.  She follows Naomi back to Bethlehem, the “house of 



bread”.  She follows the instructions of Boaz when he finds her gleaning in his barley field; and 
she followed “the young women of Boaz”, keeping close and  
 

…gleaning until the end of the barley and wheat harvests.  Ruth 2:23 (ESV)  
 

And in the end, she followed God, loving, trusting, and stepping obediently into not only the 
story of Naomi and Boaz, but also into our story, if we hear the call of the Gospel, loving, 
trusting, and obeying the voice of Ruth’s greatest grandson, Jesus Christ, the Son of the Living 
God, our Savior, and our Lord.  May God give us grace to hear his voice this very day,  
 

For everyone who has been born of God overcomes the world. And this is the victory that 
has overcome the world—our faith. Who is it that overcomes the world except the one who 
believes that Jesus is the Son of God?  1st John 5:4–5 (ESV)  
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